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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18-25 


Q ws : 
The Unity of the Congregation.in’ 
The Unity of the Universal Church 


And God has appointed in the church .. . helpers. 
Read Colossians 3:12-16 (also Isaiah 17:10-12) 


As you pray think of the responsibility which each member 
of the Christian fellowship bears for every other member 

—of the fellowship of worship in confession and absolution, 
in praise and song, as a help rather than a hindrance for the 
common life, and a means of uniting rather than separating us 

—of service in and to the world as an expression of the serv- 
ice of worship of the congregation in the church. 


As you pray remember that you are a member of the whole 
Body of Christ and in particular consider the service of the laity 
in the life and work of the church, and as one people of God 
in the world, and especially of the help rendered through inter- 
church aid and service to refugees as a sign of the unity of 
Christ’s Body, in which the members all suffer and rejoice to- 
gether and care for one another. 


Let us pray: Merciful Father, awaken us, we pray thee, to true 
love of our brethren, that we may be ready and willing to suc- 
cor and support all who are in difficulty or suffering, whether 
far or near; that we may serve our neighbors to the utmost of 
our power, and have open hearts and outstretched hands to 
all who suffer throughout the world, so that we may witness 
to Thy love, and the message of thy gospel may thus be 
strengthened. Amen. — Commission on Faith and Order, 
World Council of Churches. 











Letters to the Editors 





E&R President on Statement of Faith 





No Substitute Creed 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

I have noted with considerable interest 
the fact that THE PressyTeRIAN OUTLOOK 
of December 21 carries on the cover page 
the text of the Statement of Faith ap- 
proved last July by the General Synod 
of the United Church of Christ, and that 
it has been reprinted in leaflet form and 
made available to your constituency for 
quantity use. 

It is, of course, gratifying to us to as- 
sume that you have found sufficient merit 
in this Statement of Faith to publicize it 
in this way and by so much to encourage 
its use among your people. 

I know that my colleagues would share 
with me one anxiety in this connection. 
It is this. We do not conceive of this 
Statement of Faith as in any sense a sub- 
stitute for the great ecumenical creeds. 
Moreover, from the earliest days of the 
formulation of the Basis of Union on 
which the United Church of Christ has 
now been established, we have insisted 
that the Statement of Faith, formulation 
of which the Basis of Union provided for, 
should be “not a test, but a testimony, of 
faith.” 

That provision reflects a strain in the 
genius of the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church as well as within the Congrega- 
tional Christian tradition, recognizing 
that when creeds and confessions serve 
as a testimony of faith they serve Christ 
and his church well, but when they come 
to be used as a test of faith on which 
one’s eligibility to the Christian com- 
munity is adjudged, they generally serve 
Christ not at all. 

I venture to add two observations to 
this letter. I have six or seven denomina- 
tional journals coming regularly to my 
desk. There is none that I read as com- 
pletely and with as much anticipation as 
I read THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, Fur- 
ther, for my colleagues and myself, as we 
continue fashioning the structure and en- 
couraging the deepening life of the new 
United Church of Christ, we covet an 
interest in the prayers of your constitu- 
ency.... JAMES E. WAGNER, President. 
Evangelical and Reformed Church, 
United Church of Christ, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

NOTE—This Statement of Faith as offered 
here (50 for 50¢; 75¢ per 100) is being en- 
thusiastically received for congregational use 
—distribution, insertion in hymnbooks, study 
—with some of the early orders running like 
these: 

Stillwater, Okla., 200 copies 

Montpelier, Ohio, 100 

Logan, W. Va., 300 

Austin, Texas, 125, etc., etc 


Mark of the Hawk 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Your November 30 issue tells of the 
availability of the Mark of the Hawk film. 
Where can we secure it for a showing in 
our community? MINISTER. 

The film ($30 rental; 80 minutes) is dis- 
tributed by United World Films at these ad- 
dresses: 105 E. 106th St., New York 29; 
287 Techwood Dr., N. W., Atlanta, Ga.; 
2227 Bryan St., Dallas 1, Texas; 1311 N. E. 
Bayshore Dr., Miami 32, Fla.; 542 S. Dear- 
born St., Chicago 5; 6610 Melrose Ave., 
Los Angeles 38; 5023 N. E. Sandy Blvd., 
Portland, Ore. 


Ministers’ and Other Salaries 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

In response to your editorial question 
of Nov. 9 regarding ministers’ salaries, 
I would offer the following: 

1. The question is misleading and seems 
to assume a distinction between Chris- 
tians who are ministers and Christians 
who are plumbers, lawyers or corporation 
presidents. Part of the Reformation strug- 
gle was over this distinction, which Prot- 
estants do not admit, and we are still 
fighting the battle of the double standard. 
So the question might better be, “Is it 
possible to pay a Christian too much?” 
The answer is that a Christian would 
undoubtedly try to pay his brother too 
much, and a Christian would refuse to be 
paid too much. 

2. If the above seems too ephemeral and 
naive, and not facing the economic facts 
of life, let us remember that this is part 
of being “in the world but not of the 
world.” Surely a Christian need not judge 
his life in terms of worldly success, 
whether he define success financially, or 
by educational achievement, or by the 
number of members in his congregation. 
And who is to say that a minister de- 
serves more or less pay because he has 
had seven years of college and seminary? 
Who is able to define what a Christian 
family needs in order to be faithful to 
its mission which is to witness to the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ over all life? 
The so-called “needs” of the average mid- 
dle-class family may be a hindrance to 
that mission if the Christian family feels 
it must keep up with the Jones rather 
than with our Lord. This is not to say 
that voluntary poverty is the answer 
either, for the poor man may be quite as 
anxious about things as his more wealthy 
neighbor. The Christian will ask not, 
“How much should I be paid in order to 
measure up to the community in which 
I live?” but, “Is the church using her 
funds, including the minister’s salary, 
in the best possible way to further her 
mission?” The task then becomes good 
stewardship and wise management of the 
church’s funds, including the minister’s 
salary. Many a salary is inadequate not 
because it is too small but because it is 
poorly managed. 

3. The practice of presbyteries in es- 
tablishing minimum salaries is highly 
questionable, and one wonders what pos- 
sible guidance the Holy Spirit gives to 
such acts. Presbytery is more likely to 
consider the average income of Ameri- 
cans, or the cost of living index, in setting 
its figure, which smells of conforming to 
the world. It would seem more fruitful, 
as has been suggested, for the brethren 
to covenant together on a maximum sal- 
ary, if they must become legalistic at all. 
Surpluses could then be invested in the 
mission of the church, which might in- 
clude paying a salary in a community 
unable to maintain a pastor. 

4. Finally, a word of protest. I join 
with Dorothy Thompson in denying that 
the minister ought to be considered in 
the same terms as an unbeliever who 
works for what he can get in terms of 
pay, and judges his progress accordingly. 
The Christian, whether he be a minister, 
doctor, plumber or executive, judges his 
progress by the size of the cross he is 
able to carry, the cross which, like his 


Lord, he has deliberately sought, out of 
love for God and neighbor. How much 
should a Christian (minister) be paid? 
For further insight, try Kierkegaard’s 
Attack on Christendom. 

RoLAND B. Rosson, Jr. 
First Presbyterian Church, 
Skagway, Alaska. 


The Minister’s Salary 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Is it possible to pay a minister too 
much? (OuTLOOK, Dec. 7) 

Yes. There are ministers in the Presby- 
terian Church who are getting more than 
they could earn in any other calling, and 
more than they are worth by any standard 
of values that we know about. 

Fortunately, there are comparatively 
few of them. Those few are, to put it 
bluntly, too lazy and often too poorly 
equipped for the task they have under- 
taken. Ask any presbytery committee or 
drive chairman who has tried to get their 
cooperation in answering questionnaires. 
No matter how important the issue, he 
has to follow-up his requests with plea 
after plea. The same with local organiza- 
tion efforts and quotas. Some of them 
cram on Saturday afternoon and evening 
to prepare a sermon that should have 
been ready earlier in the week. 

A call to the ministry, real or imag- 
ined, does not always sanctify a man. But 
many a poorly equipped man has become 
a mighty power under the influence of 
the Spirit. 

How much should he be paid? Charles 
L. Hale, McCormick Theological Semi- 
nary, has some good ideas in his letter in 
your issue of Dec. 7. He should be paid 
enough so he can live on the same scale 
as his average parishoner. Unfortunately, 
Many small congregations, in rural com- 
munities, have an average income well 
below the national average. I know in- 
stances where the minimum salary of the 
presbytery makes the minister receive far 
more than his parishoners. Yet there is 
a growing tendency on the part of min- 
isters to decline calls that involve two or 
more churches. 

There is little danger of larger-than- 
average churches overpaying their hard- 
working pastors. I know of one instance 
where a congregation paid their pastor 
$6,300 when they knew that he had de- 
clined calls that paid $10,000 and $12,000. 
Cheats. 

When it takes large salaries to attract 
a man to the gospel ministry, it will be a 
sad day. But that does not excuse us 
from paying enough to relieve him from 
reasonable financial cares. But some way 
ought to be found in the Presbyterian 
Church to ease out the men who do not 
have the qualities to make a reasonable 
success, and I do not mean by success 
necessarily a growing, militant church 
membership. That kind of church is as 
scarce as the kind of minister we would 
like to have everywhere. 

I think we should be realistic rather 
than sentimental in this matter. Every 
pressure group is pulling for more salary. 
The unions have become so expert that 
they may be in danger of killing the goose 
that laid the golden egg. The educators 
have lobbies that are the envy of most 
groups. The medical men have codes of 
ethics that somehow do not seem to in- 
terfere with efforts to improve fees. Even 
in my own business of real estate we seek 
license fees ostensibly to protect the pub- 
lic, but that really help to keep the busi- 
ness in the family. Can we afford to put 
the ministry in these groups? 
Williamsport, Pa. JESSE S. BELL. 
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NEWS ROUND-UP 


e A “UNITED MISSION COLLEGE” to 
train missionaries for Australian Presby- 
terian, Methodist and Congregational 
churches will open in Sydney in Febru- 
ary. ... @ YOUTH AND LAY LEADERS 
from member churches of the East Asia 
Christian Conference are now engaged 
in a 29-day leadership training institute 
in Hong Kong. The institute is patterned 
after the Ecumenical Institute of the 
World Council of Churches in Bossey, 
near Geneva, Switzerland, and is being 
directed by Hendrik Kraemer, formerly 
of Bossey. . . . @ RELAXATION OF ADOP- 
TION LAW requirements is being urged 
by the New York State Council of 
Churches. Such laws, it is claimed, place 
religious affiliation ahead of love and 
family. ... @ DESPITE STRONG Protestant 
church opposition, Gov. David L. Law- 
rence has signed into law a measure 
which will permit betting at harness 
races in Pennsylvania, subject to county- 
wide local option. . . . e Some 200 
CHURCHMEN from South Africa and oth- 
er countries have proposed in Johannes- 
burg that “summit” conversations be 
held between white and non-white lead- 
ers in South Africa as an essential step 
for the “maintenance of peace and har- 
mony” in the face of rapid social changes 
taking place in the nation. ... e 
CHURCHES OF LEADING Protestant de- 
nominations are declining in numbers in 
the New York metropolitan area, al- 
though the total number of congregations 
increased slightly in 1959, according to 
the Protestant Council of the City of 
New York. While the number of church- 
es of the major denominations dropped 
undenominational congregations and 
those of new church bodies increased. . . . 
e Support For A planned interracial 
neighborhood in suburban Deerfield has 
been voted by the Church Federation of 
Greater Chicago. ... e THE PITTSBURGH 
Area Protestant Council of Churches has 
asked authorities to see that religious 
emblems and statues be removed from all 
city and county government-owned au- 
tomobiles. ... ¢ THE MetHopIst Board 
of Temperance announced that it has 
broadened its field of concern to include 
smoking, in view of the mounting evi- 
dence that smoking is harmful to health. 

. @ SEPARATION OF church and state 
does not mean separation from God, the 
Oklahoma State Supreme Court ruled re- 
cently in deciding the legality of a chapel 
on the grounds of a state institution. 











Closer Ties Are Seen for 


WCC and Russian Churches 


GENEVA (RNS)—‘“Closer relations” 
between the World Council of Churches 
and the Russian Orthodox Church and 
other religious bodies in the U.S.S.R. 
was predicted here by W. A. Visser ’t 
Hooft, WCC general secretary, on his 
return from a visit to the Soviet Union. 

Head of an official five-man WCC 
delegation which spent two weeks in the 
country as guests of the Russian church, 
he stressed the “great cordiality” with 
which he and his fellow visitors were 
greeted everywhere by religious leaders 
and members of their congregations. 

Among the delegates was O. Frederick 
Nolde of Philadelphia, director of the 
Commission of the Churches on Interna- 
tional Affairs and a WCC general secre- 
tary, who joined in reporting on the 
group’s experiences in Russia. 

Dr. Nolde stressed that although the 
visit had “no political purposes,” it was 
“nevertheless a fact that we established 
personal relations in an atmosphere of 
warm friendship on the basis of a com- 
mon Christian faith.” 

Dr. Visser ’t Hooft said there had been 
no “official negotiations” with the Mos- 
cow Patriarchate, or with representatives 
of the Lutheran, Baptist and Armenian 
Apostolic (Orthodox) Churches with 
whom the delegates talked, on the ques- 
tion of relationships with the World 
Council. 

“However,” he said, “the future of our 
contacts was always the main subject of 
our discussions.” 


More Exchanges Expected 


He said he expected that the “get ac- 
quainted” process begun at a meeting of 
WCC representatives and the Moscow 
Patriarchate at Utrecht, Holland, in 
August, 1958, would lead to more visits 
and exchanges of information. 

“We are still in a period of getting to 
understand each other better,” he added. 

The other members of the WCC dele- 
gation to Russia included Francis House, 
Church of England clergyman, another 
WCC associate general secretary; Nick 
Nissiotis, assistant director of the Coun- 
cil’s Ecumenical Institute at Bossey near 
here, who is a member of the Greek Or- 
thodox Church; and U Kyaw Than of 
Rangoon, Burma, a Baptist layman and 
administrative secretary of the East Asia 
Christian Conference. 

Dr. Visser ’t Hooft said that in addi- 


tion to talks with officials of the Moscow 
Patriarchate, the delegation attended Or- 
thodox Liturgies and visited the Russian 
Orthodox Theological Academies in Za- 
gorsk and Leningrad. In Riga, he re- 
ported, the delegation met the archbishops 
of the Lutheran churches of Latvia and 
Estonia and preached at Lutheran serv- 
ices. In Moscow, they attended services 
in the city’s only Baptist church. 

During a two-and-a-half days’ stay at 
Etchmiadzin in Soviet Armenia, the WCC 
executive added, the delegation had talks 
with Catholicos Vazgen I, head of the 
Armenian church, which took place with- 
in sight of Mt. Ararat, where Noah’s Ark 
rested after the flood. 

Dr. Visser ’t Hooft said that in every 
church the delegation visited the cor- 
diality shown them by worshippers was 
“overwhelming.” He said he and his 
companions were greeted with “songs, 
shouts of welcome, the waving of hand- 
kerchiefs,” all indicating the joy of the 
Russian Christians at meeting believers 
from other churches abroad. 


“Complicated Situation” 


The WCC leader observed it was im- 
possible to sum up in a few minutes the 
“very complicated” situation of the 
church in Russia. 

“Every moment, in a Communist coun- 
try,’ he said, “the church exists in a 
situation that is not at all Christian, but 
based entirely on another ideology. More- 
over, there is an active anti-religious 
propaganda. Given these known facts, 
we were impressed by all this church is 
and does. 

“Within this framework there is a very 
intense spiritual life, convinced faith 
and a developed and impressive worship. 
The churches are filled—not only for our 


FLORIDA COLLEGE PAYS 
ST. PETERSBURG $500,000 

To quiet complaints of several national 
organizations that the gift of 160 acres 
of city property to the new Florida Pres- 
byterian College is a violation of consti- 
tutional separation of church and state, 
the college has paid $500,000 for the 
property. Local leaders are now appeal- 
ing for additional St. Petersburg gifts to 
reimburse the college for this payment. 
Of the 29 Florida communities bidding 
for the college in 1958, only St. Peters- 
burg offered city-owned property. 











visit—but every Sunday, and, in many 
places, on weekdays.” 

Dr. Visser ’t Hooft reported the dele- 
gation found many students in the Or- 
thodox theological academies. Candidates 
for admission, he noted, are carefully 
screened to weed out those not up to the 
required standards. 

Dr. Nolde said there had been in- 
formal conversations with leaders of the 
churches in Russia and with officials of 
the State Council for Religious Affairs 
about current international problems, in- 
cluding disarmament. 

“We emphasized,” he reported, “that 
it is necessary to attack the root causes 
of war and prevent or stop limited mili- 
tary conflicts carrying with them the dan- 
ger of enlargement. We also said it is 
not enough to demand independence for 
colonial peoples because there are non- 
colonial peoples living under a foreign 
yoke who are not permitted by free and 
popular vote to choose their government 
and elect their own officials.” 

Dr. Nolde said that more contacts are 
needed to reach agreement on such points 
and the churches must have “freedom 
publicly to express the agreements 
reached.” 

“To do this requires further develop- 
ment of open societies and further relax- 
ation of international tension,’ Dr. 
Nolde declared, adding that in the va- 
rious conversations the delegation stress- 
ed the WCC position that “there must be 
freedom to advance to constructive posi- 
tions and to criticize governments when 
they threaten peace, justice and freedom.” 


Disarmament Discussed 

In a statement in Moscow at the close 
of the WCC delegation’s visit, Dr. Nolde 
hailed Soviet Premier Nikita S. Khru- 
shchev’s disarmament plan, but strongly 
defended the Western plan for controls. 

He spoke at a one-hour farewell press 
conference in the Hotel Sovetskaya dur- 
ing which Dr. Visser ’t Hooft and the 
other members of the delegation agreed 
in describing their stay in the U.S.S.R. 
as “impressive.” The delegates made 
special mention of the Lutheran services 
in Riga which, they said, were widely 
televised. 

The delegates joined also in express- 
ing appreciation of gifts of old and “very 
beautiful” icons and of silver tea sets 
given them by leaders of the Russian 
Orthodox Church. 

Final event of the WCC delegation’s 
visit was a réception in their honor 
staged in one of Moscow’s biggest restau- 
rants and attended by Orthodox digni- 
taries and officials of the State Council 
for Religious Affairs. 

As he boarded the Russian jet plane 
that took them to Prague, Czechoslovakia, 
Dr. Visser ’t Hooft told the churchmen 
and officials gathered to bid adieu that 
he had been “touched to tears” by the 
very warm reception he and his associates 
had received in Russia. The delegates 
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were presented at the airport with fresh 
flowers as a final token of friendship and 
good wishes. 


‘59 Gains Listed 
By WCC Executive 


NEw YorK (RNS)—A World Council 
of Churches official stressed the “notable 
progress in understanding” among Prot- 
estants, Roman Catholics and Orthodox 
in assessing gains toward Christian unity 
made during 1959. 

In a year-end report summarizing 
major WCC activities during the year, 
Roswell P. Barnes of New York em- 
phasized that “understanding is to be 
distinguished from agreement.” 

“Relations may improve with increased 
understanding, even without agreement,” 
declared the executive secretary of the 
U.S. Conference for the WCC. 

“Public discussion of Christian unity 
has helped to clarify both the meaning 
and the importance of the ecumenical 
movement (world-wide church co-opera- 
tion), he said. “For it has become ob- 
vious that three major sectors of Chris- 
tians now recognize the urgency of better 
mutual understanding among them- 
selves.” 

Calling for “more orderly communica- 
tion’ among Protestants, Catholics and 
Orthodox, Dr. Barnes declared that if 
the forthcoming Ecumenical Council, to 
be convened by Pope John XXIII, “clari- 
fies the attitude of that church toward 
Protestant and Orthodox it will con- 
tribute significantly to understanding.” 

“Present variations of policy and prac- 
tice impair confidence,” he continued. 
“We cannot reconcile the brotherly atti- 
tude of Roman Catholics in France and 
Germany, for example, with the repres- 
sion—in some instances persecution—of 
Protestants in Colombia and Spain.” 





“Driven Toward Understanding” 

Churches are being driven toward at- 
tempts at mutual understanding, Dr. 
Barnes noted, by the “consciences of 
Christians, their recognition of a man- 
date from Jesus Christ, the Lord of the 
whole church, together with the coercions 
of history and the desperate needs of the 
world.” 

“Understanding and trust help us 
toward obedience and acceptance of God’s 
gift of unity in Christ which is the only 
true basis of agreement,” he stated. 

In his summary Dr. Barnes observed 
that the WCC, recognizing that Chris- 
tian responsibility must be exercised in 
all matters affecting man’s destiny, dealt 
with a wide variety of problems of the 
people. 

Uppermost in the concerns of the WCC 
was the problem of refugees, he said. 
Expanding its world-wide program of 
assistance, the World Council’s Division 
of Interchurch Aid and Service to Refu- 
gees resettled 9,815 refugees in more than 


30 countries during the first ten months 
of 1959. He added that the total for the 
year will probably be around 11,000. 

Among other significant events in the 
WCC year, Dr. Barnes cited: 

The international conference on rapid 
social change in Salonika, Greece, last 
July, which issued a challenge to the 
churches throughout the world to parti- 
cipate more actively in meeting human 
needs in underdeveloped areas. 


East Asia Conference 

Formal creation of the East Asia 
Christian Conference in May at Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaya, by delegates from 42 
Churches and Christian councils. The 
conference was urged by speakers to ex- 
periment boldly in bringing the Christian 
gospel to Asia in ways “relevant” to the 
people in the West. 

A report by a special Christian study 
group on population explosion which 
gave strong support for family planning 
as part of the answer to the problem. The 
study group had been recommended by 
a conference on the Christian responsi- 
bility to the population issue held at 
Oxford, England, in April under the 
auspices of the WCC and the Interna- 
tional Missionary Council. 

A statement by the World Council’s 
Central Committee at its meeting in 
Rhodes, Greece, in August reaffirming 
“abolition of war” as the ultimate goal 
and urging indefinite suspension on all 
nuclear weapons tests. The Rhodes meet- 
ing marked the first time that a major 
WCC gathering was held in a predom- 
inantly Orthodox country. 

Progress toward the proposed integra- 
tion of the International Missionary 
Council with the WCC, scheduled to be 
completed by 1961. 

And the visit by a five-man WCC del- 
egation to churches in Russia at the in- 
vitation of the Moscow Patriarchate of 
the Russian Orthodox Church. 


Church Colleges Urged 
To Face Freedom Issue 


Da.ias, TEX. (RNS)—Christian edu- 
cators were challenged by a Presbyterian- 
related college president here to face up 
to such issues confronting church col- 
leges and universities today as taxes, 
controls and “freedom itself.” 

President John D. Moseley of Austin 
College, Sherman, Tex., told the annual 
meeting of the Greater Dallas Council of 
Churches that it is time educational and 
church leaders began talking these issues 
through. 

He warned that the same problems 
probably will be before churches them- 
selves in another ten years. 

“We must talk intelligently about what 
our colleges are doing and about what 
their role is in relation to the church,” 

he said. “We must also talk about the 
relevance of the Christian faith on our 
campuses.” 
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@ Here is a one-word answer to the race problem 


What Is Behind All This Race Controversy ? 


HE OTHER DAY, I was asked the 
oft-repeated question, “What is be- 
hind all of this race trouble?” Judging 
from the tenor of her conversation, the 
good lady who asked the question ex- 
pected me to answer, “The Communists.” 
That would be an easy way out; and, 
in fact, there would be an element of 
truth in it; for it was the fact that, in 
the midst of our preaching in America 
of justice and equality for all people, 
the Communists pointed a finger at us 
and said, “Hypocrites! You preach it, 
but you do not practice it. What about 
racial segregation in your country?” 

This made our already uneasy con- 
science feel more uneasy. In this respect, 
her answer would be correct. 

However, the good lady would not 
mean that at all. She would mean the 
so-called “Communist infiltration into 
the NAACP, stirring up trouble.” To 
me, her explanation would be as ridicu- 
lous as it is false. I do not pretend to 
know all of the answers, but here are a 
few things that occurred to me at the 
moment. 


From Eden 

What is behind all of this race trouble? 
My answer is, in one word, sin—S-I-N. 
The sinfulness of human nature which 
began in the Garden of Eden. 

First, the sin of our forefathers in 
going to Africa and bringing the Negro, 
forcibly, here to America and making a 
slave out of him—for one reason only, 
and that was covetousness—to make 
money. 

Second, the sin of our forefathers in 
indulging in bitter hatreds and even 
fighting a war to keep the Negro en- 
slaved (though other elements were in- 
volved, also) so that they could further 
indulge their covetousness and make 
more money. 

Third, the sin of our forefathers and 
ourselves in failing to give to the Negro 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, to win him 
to a balanced and Biblical experience of 
Christ in his life. We failed to heed 
the Great Commission of our Savior, 
“Go ye into all:the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature.” We even 
failed to preach it on our own doorstep 
—with notable exceptions, of course. We 
have largely left the Negro to his super- 
stitutions, his emotionalism and his often 
ignorant ministerial leadership, rather 
mocking his queer ways than seriously 
attempting to help him to know a true 
experience in Christ. 

Fourth, the sin of our governments, 
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both national and local, in failing to see 
to it that the Negro has his political and 
economic rights in a land which we call 
“the land of the free and the home of 
the brave.” It was not the land of the 
free for the Negro. 

Fifth, the sin of our politicians and 
educators in failing to give the colored 
race a separate but equal educational 
status. It was separate, all right, but 
hardly could be called equal. 

Sixth, our own personal sin of selfish- 
ness, which makes us seek to exalt self, 
lord it over others; the sin of shutting 
our eyes to the moral degeneracy, the 
physical disease and unsanitary filth in 
which the Negro lived in many places. 
We were too busy improving our own 
standard of living to give much attention 
to his. 


The Church 


Seventh, the sin of the church is a 
tendency to blame God and try to find 
Scriptural justification for our neglect of 
our own responsibilities as citizens in a 
so-called Christian nation toward a mi- 
nority group. 

Eighth, our sin is assuming that be- 
cause we are kind to the Negro, help 
him, wish him well, we are thereby jus- 
tified in snubbing him socially, refusing 
to let our children associate with his and 
thereby strongly implying that we look 
with scorn upon him. In so doing, we 
violate the plain and sensible laws of 
psychology and ignore both Christian 
theology and ethical principle. 

Finally, the whole matter may be 
summed up in one word—sin; and as 
we read in the Scripture, “Be sure your 
sin will find you out.” Then again, “Be 
not deceived; God is not mocked; what- 
soever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap.” We have sown; we are now 
reaping. No man dares predict just what 
will be the extent of that reaping in the 
future. We may rest assured of one 
thing: God cannot be mocked. Our 
troubles are of our own making. There 
was a time when a Negro in America 
could have been evangelized. There are 
some indications, however, that today 
that time is over, or at least fast running 
out. When God sets before the Chris- 
tian church an open door, as in The 
Revelation with the church at Philadel- 
phia, no man can close it; but in time, 





I AM CONVINCED there is no more 

evil thing in this present world than 
race prejudice—none at all!—H. G. 
WELLs. 


God himself will close it. Then who 
can open it? 


Program for Christians 


What can Christians do about it now? 
Note, 1 say Christians, for if you are 
not a Christian, all this may seem to 
you as so much nonsense. 


First, we can truly and sincerely re- 
pent before God for the sins of our fore- 
fathers and our injustices toward the 
Negro race. 

Second, we can try in every way to 
show to the Negro, both as an individual 
and as a race, that we are truly penitent 
and want to make amends for the sins 
of the past. 


Third, we can sponsor and vigorously 
promote a bridge of communication be- 
tween the Negro churches and the white 
churches, between Negro Christians and 
white Christians. 

Fourth, we can assure the Negro that 
our churches are open to him for at- 
tendance or enrollment at any time. It 
is true that the majority of Negroes will 
prefer to worship in their own churches; 
but it ought to be clearly understood that 
where they do prefer to worship in our 
white churches or to be members of them, 
they are welcome as Christian brothers 
and sisters. 





For Neighborhood Churches... 


A Border Patrol? 


Myers Park Methodist and Myers 
Park Presbyterian churches, situated 
back-to-back as they are, might consider 
setting up a Sunday border patrol. 

The point has been made by an in- 
cident in which names are unnecessary. 
Owners of the names are embarrassed 
enough. 

Those involved, according to Dr. W. 
L. Halberstadt, a Methodist, are members 
of Myers Park Presbyterian and Papa, 
though he doesn’t attend Sunday school 
himself, always dropped his little daugh- 
ter off at curbside. Then he and Mama 
would join her later for church. 

Months later they found their daugh- 
ter waiting and jumping up and down 
with excitement. 

She had won, the little Presbyterian 
squealed, an award for a year’s perfect 
attendance at Sunday school. 

Mama and Papa were just as proud, 
but they then got a jolt. 

The award was for perfect attendance 
all right . . . at the Myers Park Meth- 
odist Church !—Kays Gary in The Char- 
lotte (N.C.) Observer. 














REPORT FROM KOREA 


Reconciliation Efforts Are Made 


RESBYTERIAN CHURCH CIR- 
CLES in America have been dis- 
tressed over the growing crisis which has 
been developing within the Korean Pres- 
byterian Church during the past year or 
more, culminating in the adjournment of 
the Taejon General Assembly on Septem- 
ber 26, after three days of hopeless wran- 
gling and the meeting in Seoul of one 
faction the following day, and of the 
other on November 24, also in Seoul; 
each setting up a General Assembly and 
each claiming to be the legal Assembly 
(OuTLOooK, Oct. 19, Nov. 30, Dec. 14). 
The cause of this split has been widely 
publicized in some circles in America as 
a struggle between conservative and lib- 
eral theological forces and a basic de- 
parture from the faith on the part of some 
of the present-day missionaries in Korea. 


Issue Is Not Doctrinal 

The writer would like to state cate- 
gorically that the basic problem is not 
doctrinal; that there is probably no 
church in the world more conservative in 
theology than the Korean Presbyterian 
Church, while the Presbyterian mission- 
aries in Korea, UPUSA, U.S. and Aus- 
tralian, have for generations been as one 
in their allegiance to the historic evan- 
gelical faith, and that today the same 
loyalty to the conservative theological 
position is in evidence on every hand and 
has just been reaffirmed by these mis- 
sionaries on the basis of the doctrinal 
statement signed by the Board and Pro- 
fessors at the Pyengyang Theological 
Seminary in 1920. 

Giving wholehearted assent to the 
Westminster Confession of Faith, these 
stalwarts of a past generation prepared a 
short statement which embodied the basic 
doctrines in a way easy for all to under- 
stand. This statement is as follows: 

1. We believe the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments to be supernaturally 
inspired of God, and accept them as the 
only infallible rule of faith and life. 

2. We believe in the eternal deity and 
the true humanity of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, in the incarnation through the 
Virgin birth, in his perfect sinlessness, in 
his substitutionary atonement by his 
death on the cross, in his bodily resurrec- 
tion and ascension, in his present high 
priestly ministry for us, in his personal 
return to this earth at God’s appointed 
time in great power and glory, in his 
righteous judgment of all nations, in His 
complete victory over all enemies, and in 
his final delivering up the Kingdom to 
his Father. 

3. We believe in the living and true 
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God eternally existing in three persons 
as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

4. We believe in the absolute Deity and 
true personality of the Holy Spirit, and 
in his agency in creation, providence, and 
redemption, especially in the regeneration, 
santification, and glorification of believers. 


5. We believe that all men are sinners 
in the sight of God, and that the wages 
of sin is death, involving everlasting sep- 
aration from God in the case of the finally 
impenitent. 

6. We believe that all who receive the 
Lord Jesus Christ by faith as their Savior 
have been born again through the power 
of the Holy Spirit and thereby become the 
children of God; and that there is no 
other way of salvation. 

7. We believe in the actual resurrection 
of the bodies both of the just and the un- 
just, and in life everlasting for those who 
are in Christ Jesus. 

To the above the Korean missionaries 
have now added the following additional 
statement: 

“It is our deep concern that faith in 
these historic affirmations be translated 
into consistent Christian living, for Chris- 
tianity is not only faith in the Person and 
Work of Christ, but also a way of life 
proceeding from this faith, in which Christ 
has the preeminence in our personal lives 
and our relationship with others.” 


What then is the issue, and why this 
serious schism? 

The writer has been a member of a 
special team of inquiry and reconciliation 
sent to Korea especially for this purpose. 
He participated in a number of meetings 
with representatives of the rival factions 
held in various places in Korea, and then 
in joint meetings with men from both 
sides. Also in a most encouraging meet- 
ing with a group of “neutral” ministers 
and church leaders. 

After some days representatives of both 
sides were brought together and as a re- 
sult unanimously agreed that a reuniting 
of the divided Assembly is imperative. 
They set up a committee to issue a joint 
statement and proceeded to arrange dates 
for subsequent meetings to carry out plans 
for a restoration of the broken bonds of 
Christian fellowship. 

Because of this much-prayed-for de- 
velopment, to go now into some of the 
personalities involved along with some 
of the internal issues having to do with 
honesty and truthfulness (or the lack of 
it), would at this stage contribute noth- 
ing to help the situation and could well 
hinder the mediatorial and remedial ef- 
forts now in effect. 


Mclintire Efforts 

At the same time, because a very small 
minority group saw fit to invite Dr. Carl 
McIntire and a few followers to Korea 
to fan the flames of unrest and uncertain- 
ty and in so doing to widen the breach 


in the church, it seems imperative that 
the record be set straight for those who 
wish to know the facts. 

For years the Korean Presbyterian 
Church has been a member of the World 
Council of Churches. Beginning more 
than a year ago the Koreans were told 
that this is a pro-Communist organiza- 
tion, one dedicated to the spread of lib- 
eral theology and to the establishment of 
a world church. On this basis, member- 
ship in the W.C.C. makes a church “‘pro- 
Communist” and a part of the modernist 
apparatus, and any individual who de- 
fends membership in the W.C.C. be- 
comes a part of this world conspiracy. 

In a land which has suffered so bit- 
terly at the hands of Communism, where 
hundreds of ministers and tens of thou- 
sands of Christians have been martyred 
for their faith by the Reds, such allega- 
tions and attributing of guilt by associa- 
tion become matters of the deepest con- 
cern, even of life or death itself. 

Because of these wild assertions by Dr. 
McIntire and his followers the Korean 
Presbyterian Church (bitterly anti-Com- 
munist in attitude) is right now being 
subjected to police scrutiny in some areas. 


“Division Among Brethren” 

One of Korea’s veteran missionaries, 
a man widely known for his conservative 
theological position and for the power of 
the Holy Spirit which has rested on his 
ministry, speaking of the McIntire visit 
says: 


“No man or men ever acted from a low- 
er or more unholy motive—that of en- 
gendering hate and division among breth- 
ren. Wide and expensive publicity; wild, 
irresponsible and untrue statements; cal- 
culated deception; character assassina- 
tion—no trick of the unprincipled dema- 
gogue was neglected to deceive, confuse or 
incite the Korean Christians. The reac- 
tion has already set in, however, and most 
of those whose names were listed in the 
publicity as sponsors of the team are in- 
sisting their signatures were forged. 
Whether that be true or not I do not wish 
to say, but the denial indicates that the 
unworthiness of the motive and the un- 
truthfulness of the message of the visitors 
is being recognized.” 


The writer can attest to having seen 
some of the elder statesmen in the Korean 
Church rise in wrath against one of the 
chief supporters of Dr. McIntire when 





SUGGESTION—The tentative agree- 
ment or compromise of the diverse 
Korean groups reported here doubtless 
leaves much to be desired, particularly 
in the eyes of Americans, but in view 
of the way in which fomenters of 
strife would use criticisms raised here 
at this time it may be the part of wis- 
dom to withhold these criticisms at 
least for awhile.—Editors. 
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they learned what he had done and dis- 
covered his letter, published in The Bea- 
con. 

At this writing it seems inevitable that 
a small “splinter” of hard-core extremists 
and rabble rousers will refuse to return 
to the reunited church. This can prove a 
blessing. But, if misguided friends in 
America contribute funds to enable them 
to carry on their work, it will be like 
pouring oil on flames, and the recipients 
of this money may use it, not to “defend 
the faith” but to further their own per- 
sonal plans. 

In Korea the recommendation of the 
Cleveland Study Conference that Red 
China be admitted to the United Nations 
and given diplomatic recognition was an 
infuriating suggestion. Many of us agree. 
But this action of the Cleveland group 
has been attributed to the World Council 
in Korea, with resulting confusion and 
deep resentment. 


Leaving World Council 


The writer is leaving Korea greatly 
encouraged. Men of genuine Christian 
spirit and with a love for their church 
are joining from both factions to bring 
the church together. For the sake of unity 
those who have favored the World Coun- 
cil of Churches have readily agreed that 
the church should withdraw from that 
organization. At the same time they have 
insisted that the untrue accusations 
against the W.C.C. be refuted. 

The women of the church, under able 
and spiritual leadership, are solidly 
against the split. Leaders in the young 
people’s organization and the Sunday 
school are also taking this position, while 
there are a growing number of “neutrals” 
who regard the controversy and resulting 
division as utterly unjustified and some- 
thing which must be resolved. 

There is a great spirit of prayer abroad. 
There are individuals who must repent 
and some may find it necessary to submit 
to discipline, although in a reunited 
church true revival will bring its own 
disciplinary action. The theological sem- 
inary, the very “heart of the church,” 
must be reunited while many other diffi- 
cult tasks must be faced and solved. 


War's Aftermath 


The Korean church was born in a re- 
vival. From 1903 to 1907 there was such 
a mighty work of the Holy Spirit in that 
land that the entire Christian world was 
stirred. From that day the church has 
been known for its spiritual fervor and 
evangelistic zeal. At the same time, no 
church in modern history has suffered as 
has this—from Japanese oppression; 
World War II; Communist invasion and 
the subsequent Korean war; and in some 
ways the most difficult of all—the de- 
moralization which has come with liber- 
ation in the South and the postwar prob- 
lems of love for money, lowered moral 
and spiritual standards, and a seeming 
abnormal desire for ecclesiastical posi- 
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tion and power on the part of some. 

But the deep sense of need, of re- 
pentance and of prayer which is in evi- 
dence today can bring this great church 
her greatest and most fruitful period of 
service. 

Nothing can contribute more to this 
happy outcome than the prayers of God’s 
people in America. The healing of this 
wound should be a matter of daily and 
fervent petition. In some measure the 
outcome rests in the hands of Christians 
in the homeland who pray for these 
brothers in Christ, for a cleansing and 
empowering work of the Holy Spirit in 
Korea today. 


FROM MY 
STUDY WINDOW 


By W. B. J. MARTIN 


MONDAY e Thanksgiving occupies so 
large a place in public worship that it is 
with something of a shock that one real- 
izes that there is no thanksgiving in the 
Lord’s Prayer. 


TUESDAY ¢@ Many preachers complain 
that the rsv has deprived them of some 
favorite texts; they have had to scrap 
some sermons which they now realize 
were built on shaky foundations. Job 
13:15 is a case in point. But the gains 
more than offset the losses. I could never 
quite see the point of Isaiah’s “The night 
of my pleasure hath he turned into fear” 
until the rsv translated 21:4 as: “The 
twilight I longed for has been turned 
into trembling.” That suits a watchman, 
weary of the glare of day, who finds the 
twilight comforting to the eyes but hard 
on the nerves. 


WEDNESDAY ¢ The most difficult peo- 
ple to talk with are not those who dis- 
agree with you, but those who agree with 
you for the wrong reasons. 


THURSDAY e¢ [| lunched today with a 
medical man who expressed the opinion 
that the old saying, “Religion is the 
opiate of the masses,” is absolutely out 
of date. Today, he said, it’s the other 
way round. Opiates are the religion of 
the masses. More than half the people 
of this country are habitual drug-takers. 
They fly from reality by recourse to va- 
rious forms of tranquilizers, instead of 
steadily facing the meaning of their jit- 
ters and nerves. 


FRIDAY @ The first sermon Ralph 
Waldo Emerson ever preached was on the 
subject of prayer. Before writing it he 
consulted a saintly old Methodist in the 
village, who shared with him a lifetime 
of devotional practice. As a result Emer- 
son came up with the following three- 
point sermon: (1) All men are always 
praying; (2) All prayers are always an- 
swered; and (3) Men should be careful 
what they pray for; it might prove to 
be their undoing. 


SATURDAY e@ A sad commentary on 
recent happenings: Tonight I turned up 
some notes I made many years ago when 
I was reading Carl Van Doren’s fas- 
cinating autobiography, Three Worlds. 
When this grandfather of Charles was 
a boy of fourteen or fifteen he was of- 
fered a job with a most attractive salary 
for a young lad. He consulted his shrewd 
old father. “Why, you little fool,” said 
his father, “you can’t afford to earn big 
money at your age.” His dad explained 
that there are times in life when making 
money is the least important factor in 
the situation; what matters is making a 
life, not making a living, and a boy 
must choose the kind of person he is 
going to be, not the amount of cash he 
is going to earn. 


SUNDAY ¢ In Andre Gide’s Journal 
he records a conversation in Egypt with 
a French army doctor, who began to talk 
about soldiers marching on sand. Often, 
in those moving sands, burning and vi- 
brating in the blinding sunshine, they 
would be seized with an odd dizziness, a 
feeling that earth was giving way under 
their feet and running away from them. 
So, when they came upon a narrow vein 
of limestone, anything compressed and 
hard, they formed the habit of marching 
across it, each man pausing for a second 
to pull himself together and to press 
down on that resistant surface. I wonder 
if the dizziness of modern life is due to 
the lack of resistant surfaces, of hard un- 
yielding stuff in daily experience? Any- 
way, it sheds a new light for me on the 
psalmist’s cry of triumph, “He hath set 
my feet on a rock and established my 
doings” (Psalm 40:2). 


ONE-TIME PRESBYTERIAN 
DIES A CATHOLIC BISHOP 
GLascow, SCOTLAND (RNS)—Former 
Auxiliary Bishop Henry Gray Graham 
of St. Andrews and Edinburgh died here 
at the age of 85. He was the only convert 
from the Church of Scotland ever to 
become a Roman Catholic bishop. 
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EDITORIAL 


Korea in Perspective 

The article on developments in the Ko- 
rean church situation will be read with 
great interest (page 6). It is to be 
earnestly hoped that efforts are underway 
that will lead to a reunion of the fac- 
tions of the church in a deeper and even 
more vital relationship than ever before. 

In reading this account of the tragedy 
in Korea, however, we cannot fail to see 
several interesting parallels to the Pres- 
byterian division in this country—and 
the relatively recent efforts to draw these 
long-separated bodies together. 

The grossly false and distorted charges 
against Christian brethren is regrettable 
whether in Korea or in regard to devoted 
leaders of the World Council of Church- 
es—or, in the Presbyterian family in 
America. The fact that so many Koreans 
were persuaded of the validity of them 
is, of course, a reflection upon their own 
information and knowledge, just as was 
the case in the union debates of 1954-55 
when many Presbyterian laymen here 
were able to believe unfair and unfound- 
ed charges against dedicated Christian 
brethren. Much is said in the name of 
sound doctrine when, as is admitted in 
Korea, this is not the real or most per- 
suasive issue. 

The McIntire attack, again, is a du- 
plicate of what was done by him and 
his sympathizers in the union struggle 
here. The major difference is that in 
Korea he was farther from home and 
therefore had fewer people near him who 
knew him and his record. In the union 
debate here much of his material was 
taken up by men who should have known 
better, or been ashamed to engage in 
such traffic, and was disseminated by 
them far and wide. The judgment of the 
Korean missionary quoted by Dr. Bell 
will certainly be echoed nearer home, as 
he declares: 





“No man or men ever acted from a lower 
or more unholy motive—that of engender- 
ding hate and division among brethren.” 


Funds contributed to people engaged 
in such nasty business is, as Dr. Bell 
puts it, like pouring oil on flames. 

It may have been the only way but it 
is nevertheless regrettable that there 
seems to be agreement that the Korean 
church must pull out of the World Coun- 
cil while seeking, at the same time, to 
refute the wild charges which have been 
made. It will be a long time before these 
Korean brethren will be able to return 
to the world Christian community. 


Clemency for Uphaus 


A nationwide move for clemency for 
Willard Uphaus, set in motion by edi- 
torials in leading newspapers, is taking 
form. Dr. Uphaus, a 69-year-old Chris- 
tian pacifist, began serving a one-year 
sentence Monday, December 14, in the 
Merrimack County Jail in Boscawen, 
New Hampshire, for his refusal to turn 
over to the Attorney General of that state 
the names of guests at the World Fellow- 
ship summer camp in Conway, N.H., in 
1954-55. The names were requested in 
the course of a one-man investigation 
into subversion in New Hampshire, un- 
dertaken at the height of the McCarthy 
era. 

Dr. Uphaus, director of the World 
Fellowship of Faiths, refused on grounds 
of conscience, holding that it is wrong 
to subject innocent people to the conse- 
quences of such an inquiry. He was con- 
victed of contempt of court in January 
1956. 

Here are two noteworthy editorial com- 
ments: 

What will New Hampshire accomplish 
by the imprisonment of this elderly man? 
It seems inconceivable that it can warp 
his will or corrupt his conscience into 
doing what he believes shameful. Willard 
Uphaus in prison will be a reproach to 
New Hampshire in the eyes of the nation 
—and a reproach to the nation in the eyes 
of the civilized world. It would be no 
more than an act of deference to that 
Higher Power which Dr. Uphaus has 
served according to his conscience if he 
were now to be granted clemency.... 

—Editorial in The Washington Post. 


As recently as yesterday a scene took 
place in New Hampshire Superior Court 
that must disturb every American who 


eares about civil liberties. A 69-year-old 
‘Christian pacifist’ named Willard Uphaus 
was committed to jail for eontempt be- 
cause he refused to give the state’s At- 
torney General, ardently condueting an 
antisubversion investigation, a list of per- 
sons who a few years ago attended a 
summer conference center of which Dr. 
Uphaus was the director. Last June, the 
United States Supreme Court in a close 
split upheld the state Attorney General, 
although Justice Brennan, speaking for 
the minority of four, asserted that ‘the 
investigatory objective was the impermis- 
sible one of exposure for the sake of ex- 
posure.’ The State of New Hampshire has 
the law on its side—if only by the narrow- 
est of margins; but this is clearly a case, 
in the name of individual conscience and 
civil liberty, for the exercise of clemency. 
—KEditorial in The New York Times, Dec. 
15. 


From a letter to the New York Times: 


- . . On many points of religious and 
political doctrine, of ethical judgments 
and decisions we have found ourselves at 
variance with Dr. Uphaus. But our ac- 
quaintance with him and his work over 
many years has never given us occasion 
to doubt the Christian foundations of his 
comscience or his loyalty to the govern- 
ment and heritage of the United States of 
America. 

We are the more puzzled, therefore, that 
the remarkable guarantees of religious 
and civil liberties expressed in the Bill 
of Rights of the Constitution of the State 
of New Hampshire should have been in- 
terpreted in such a way as to exclude the 
protection which in our judgment is due 
to Dr. Uphaus. More puzzling still is the 
circumstance that the New Hampshire au- 
thorities, having been upheld by the 
United States Supreme Court as well as 
by the Supreme Court of the State of 
New Hampshire, should find it impossible 
to regard mercy as a likelier servant of 
justice than the literal exaction of pen- 
“ee 

In our opinion, the fairest fruit of that 
victory is a society in which the rule of 
law is so exercised by constitutive au- 
thorities and so respected by free citizens 
as to make a secure place for the right of 
conscience to dissent. 

JAMES L. ADAMS, 
Pau L. LEHMANN. 
Cambridge, Mass. 


NOTE—Drs. Adams and Lehmann are two 
of 17 members of the Harvard Divinity 
School faculty who united in urging authori- 
ties of the State of New Hampshire not to 
press further the contempt proceedings 
against Dr. Uphaus.—Editors. 


ON THE VERGE OF JORDAN 


By JAMES McBRIDE DABBS 


One hundred years ago, in a last des- 
perate defense of slavery, Southern 
preachers were saying that God had 
brought the Negroes here in order that 
they might be Christianized. Maybe they 
had something; but maybe they misun- 
derstood Christianity. Maybe they had 
forgotten the prayer of Jesus “that they 
may be one, even as we are one.” 

Whatever we have, we have it in the 
providence of God. Whether that provi- 
dence shall appear to us as judgment or 
as mercy depends upon ourselves. Can 


we accept what God, working in part 
through our own selfish wills, has done? 
Here we are in the South, whites and 
Negroes, living together as physical 
neighbors, in a far larger degree than we 
admit, living together as real neighbors, 
having lived like this for a long time; in 
spite of all our protestations, in spite 
of segregation, tending to be one people, 
with essentially the same philosophy, the 


MR. DABBS, an Outlock associate editor, is 
president of the Southern Regional Council. 
He is a Presbyterian elder of Mayesville, S. C. 
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MINERVA 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“If any of you lack wisdom, let him 
ask of God.’’—James 1:5. 


ERTAIN PARTS of the Old Testa- 

ment are called ““‘Wisdom Literature” 
because in them the highest good appears 
not as conversion or religious rapture, but 
as Wisdom. The writers were not con- 
cerned so much with soul-shaking crises 
as with life’s long pull, the continual 
problem, what to do next? In the New 
Testament the letter of James might be 
classed as wisdom literature. 

Immediately after expressing a hope 
that his readers may become perfect and 
complete, lacking nothing, James men- 
tions the first deficiency that occurs to 
him, namely the lack of wisdom. If this 
lack is not made good, there is little use 
asking for anything else. Wisdom is to 
be sought first of all at its source, in 
God. 

At this point the reader may be re- 
minded of a story, if he ever heard it, 
concerning Minerva. Since they do not 
teach ancient mythology in the schools 
nowadays, perhaps it will not bore the 
reader to repeat shortly the story of the 
birth of Minerva (or Athene) the goddess 
of wisdom. It is said that one day Jupi- 
ter, the high king of all the gods, had 
a splitting headache. No pills were of 
any use; so, in desperation, he called on 
Vulcan, the olympic blacksmith and me- 
chanic, to take a sledge-hammer and 
crack open his skull. Vulcan hesitated, 
but Jupiter insisted. “You can’t possibly 
make it worse,” he said. So Vulcan lifted 
his immense hammer and split Jupiter’s 
skull with a wide crack. And out of that 





same religion, the same basic attitudes, 
even the same humor. This is what God 
in his providence has let us do, or has let 
happen to us—put it either way. 

Yet, now that we have helped God 
work out his will for us, we rebel against 
it. We didn’t intend this at all. In spite 
of all our nineteenth century explana- 
tions, we brought the Negroes here to 
grow more cotton. Well, man proposes. . . 

The question now is, Can we accept 
what we, under the providence of God, 
have done? Can we accept what we have 
become? One people? Or must we still 
proudly, and falsely, contend we are two? 
To accept the providence of God is to 
to be blessed by his mercy. To refuse 
it is to fall under his judgment. Most 
of us in the South still labor beneath 
that judgment. We turn, we complain, 
we cry out, we act foolishly, we wander 
in the wilderness of our hearts. When, 
by the grace of God, our eyes shall be 
opened, we shall see that we stand upon 
the verge of Jordan, and with one step 
may pass into Canaan. A few scouts 
have so reported, but as yet no Joshua 
has appeared. 
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crack walked Minerva, like a woman 
dressed in armor, the goddess of wisdom. 
Jupiter’s headache was immediately 
cured. 


OW THAT STORY of how wis- 

dom began, has some truth and some 
falsehood in it. What there may be in 
it that is true, suggests that some truths of 
religion are not by any means confined to 
Christianity, but there are insights which 
we share with some who never heard of 
the Bible. Some truths are written on the 
hearts of men, the Bible tells us, and 
so it is with some truths about wisdom. 

The story of Minerva, for one thing, 
has her dressed in fighting clothes. That 
is a true symbol, for wisdom seldom 
makes her way without opposition. Most 
wise men have had to battle for the 
truth which they perceived. Wisdom 
does not spread from man to man like a 
gentle virus; it has to be beaten into our 
heads, so to speak. Truth does not spread 
automatically, only when someone is will- 
ing to go out and fight for it, and run 
the risk of getting hurt for truth’s sake. 

Again, this myth tells in vivid fash- 
ion what James tells us in plain unpoetic 
language, that wisdom comes from God. 
It may seem wrong at first that wisdom 
comes only from Jupiter’s head; is not 
the heart the home of true wisdom, not 
less than the head? No, the myth-makers 
were not wrong. In us human beings, 
head and heart can be separated. Wis- 
dom that is a matter of brains alone is 
not real wisdom. But in God there is 
no separation of head and heart. God’s 
heart (we may say in a parable) is not 
foolish, nor his head too cold for sympa- 
thy, as is often the case with us. 

So wisdom, by origin and birth, is 
divine. Yet wisdom is not another god 
nor goddess, as the old myth had it. Wis- 
dom and God are not separate. God— 
the true God—is not relieved when wis- 
dom is separated from him, for he does 
not lose wisdom when he bestows it. I 
said just now that wisdom and God are 
not separate, but some people think they 
are. We remember the story of the Scot- 
tish elder who is reported as having said, 
“Tt isna just, it isna right, but it’s the 
will of God.” We must not “charge God 
with foolishness.” 

On the other hand, wisdom and God 
are separate. That is, wisdom by itself 
is a gift of God, not God. Wisdom that 
does not lead to gratitude to God, is 
hardly the “wisdom from on high” of 
which James speaks. To covet wisdom 
for its own sake is to miss the point, of 
wisdom for God’s sake. 


HE MYTH SUGGESTS another 
point. Wisdom can come forth all 
at once, full-armed and complete—but 
only with God is this true. If this had 
been a story about man, it would have 


to describe how Minerva first appeared 
as no more than a wisp of something, 
very faint in the sunshine, looking like 
nothing in particular; of how she grew 
and grew, until at last she could be seen 

. and even then she would be a mis- 
shapen creature, weak and weaponless. 
It is only divine wisdom that comes all 
at once. Human wisdom comes part by 
part. Paul could have said not only, 
“We know in part,” he might have 
added, “We know by parts”—and we 
seldom put the pieces together right. 

Yet having said this, it must be said 
on the other side that the Greek myth 
goes astray at yet another point. For 
the ancient mythology makes Minerva 
live on Mount Olympus. She is, so to 
speak, part of King Jupiter’s court. If 
she comes to earth it is only for brief 
visits and then only to very highly en- 
dowed men. She is too near divinity for 
the common man. 

The Christian knows better than this. 
He knows that God is more willing to 
bestow even this great gift of wisdom 
than we are to ask it. And he knows that 
God’s best wisdom can be concealed from 
the proud and “revealed unto babes.” 

For the power of God and the wisdom 
of God are, for us, not in some formula 
which answers the riddle of existence, 
some esoteric truth which none but great 
minds can possibly understand. God’s 
Wisdom comes to us on this planet in 
the guise of a Man, a man whom common 
people understood better than the “wise 
and prudent,” one whose life and mind 
and words and spirit, as men grow into 
his likeness, and live by him and for 
him, alone bear the answers to the cen- 
tral problems of our ambiguous lives. 


LAY SCHOOLS PLAN 
IS ENCOURAGED 


ATLANTA, GA. (RNS)—Establishment 
of schools of theology to provide short- 
course training for lay leaders of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S. was 
endorsed by denominational adult edu- 
cation leaders at a consultation here. 

They asked that the church’s Division 
of Men’s Work and Board of Women’s 
Work co-operate in launching the pro- 
gram. 

Following patterns developed in Eu- 
rope since World War II, the lay schools 
would offer courses in the Bible, the 
church, theology, and Christian life. 

The consultative group recommended 
development of pilot schools along two 
types. One would offer a series of week- 
end courses for persons in a particular 
profession; and the other, a week-long 
course for laymen of various vocations. 

Attending the meeting were represen- 
tatives from denominational seminaries, 
the Presbyterian School of Christian Ed- 
ucation, Montreat, N.C. (summer con- 
ference center), the Boards of Christian 
Education, Church Extension and Wom- 
en’s Work, and the Men’s Work Division. 
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WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY, 1960 
“To the church of God which is at Corinth... .” 


My congregation is a manifestation of the universal church in this place. 

My congregation is a diversity of different members with different spiritual 
gifts. 

My congregation is a unity in which this diversity is bound together in an 
organic whole for the common good. 

My congregation is an ecumenical microcosm which in its unified diversity 
shows forth the essential oneness of the church of Christ and identifies it 
with “all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,” 
whether in the congregation around the corner or at the ends of the earth. 

The current study, based on 1 Corinthians 12, especially verses 27 and 28, 
has as its general theme, “The Unity of the Congregation in the Unity of the 
Universal Church.” It is designed to help congregations come to a fresh 
understanding of themselves in terms of Christian unity, and through this 
of their ecumenical character and vocation as a manifestation of the one Body 
of Christ. For Christian unity is not something remote and far away. The 
church in the community brings together in one corporate fellowship different 
members with a variety of gifts and in so doing it experiences the joys and 
satisfactions as well as the tensions and frustrations which are the growing 
pains of the church realizing its unity “as the whole body nourished and 
knit together through its joints and ligaments grows with a growth that is 
from God” (Col. 2:19). 

Since the last Week of Prayer for Christian Unity it has again become 
painfully evident that the various calls to prayer have behind them greatly 
different understandings of the nature of Christian unity. It is also clear that 
the more Christians come to know one another the more conscious they become 
of their differences. Nevertheless, there is on all sides a growing conviction 
that the unity of the church of Christ is God’s will and that he is working 
to bring it about. That is why, despite the different ideas of unity which lie 
behind them, it is fruitful to offer up all of our various prayers for Christian 
unity together at one time: we all know that God hears and answers the prayers 
of all according to his own will and plan. In this confidence we call upon 
Christians in all churches to join in prayer for Christian unitv during the 
week of January 18-25.—ComMIssIon ON FAITH AND Orper, W.C.C. 





TORONTO MEETING SET 
FOR PRESBYTERIANS 


Presbyterian leaders of the North 
American area will meet January 26-28 
in Toronto, Ontario, for the annual ses- 
sion of the World Presbyterian Alliance. 
Once called the ‘“‘Western Section,” it is 
now known as the North American Area 
Council. 

The continuing theme of the meeting 
will be a consideration of the implica- 
tions of the theme of the 18th General 
Council which met in Brazil last sum- 
mer—‘‘The Servant Lord and His Serv- 
ant People’—with its implications for 
the eleven communions composing the 
North American group. 


Speakers in Toronto will include the 
general secretary of the World Alliance, 
Marcel Pradervand of Geneva; President 
Ralph W. Lloyd of Maryville College, 
now president of the World Alliance. Dr. 
Pradervand will speak on the relation 
of the Alliance to minority churches and 
Dr. Lloyd will describe the various re- 
sponses in the churches to the challenge 
of unity. 

David H. C. Read of the Madison 
Avenue church, New York, will discuss 
the emphasis being made by the Church 
of Scotland during the second year of 
the Reformed and Presbyterian Jubilee. 

Discussion topics include theological 
issues, the ecumenical movement and lib- 
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erty, with reports from the Commission 
on Civil and Religious Liberty and the 
theological committee. 





European Meeting 

A recent meeting of the Alliance’s Eu- 
ropean Theological Commission, meet- 
ing in Geneva, was featured by joint dis- 
cussions with representatives of the Na- 
tional Protestant Church of Geneva, the 
Lutheran World Federation and the 
World Council of Churches. This group 
had been asked by the Presbyterian 
Church of Australia to consider an in- 
itial document dealing with the proposed 
union of Australian Presbyterians, Meth- 
odists and Congregationalists. The docu- 
ment was warmly approved by the Gene- 
va group, with the added suggestion that 
Australian negotiants seek a greater clari- 
ty on the relation of “Christian tradi- 
tion’ and “the Christian traditions.” 

Looking toward possible themes for 
the European area meeting in 1960, the 
group favored a topic related to the 
work of the Holy Spirit in the modern 
world. 

Special concern was expressed over the 
current decline in entering students in 
European theological schools. A drop in 
the number of registrations is reported in 
all confessional families. 


Warning Issued Against 
Youth Organization 


NEw CANAAN, CONN. (RNS)—Minis- 
ters of five Protestant congregations here 
have issued a warning “memorandum” 
to parents against a fundamentalist youth 
movement that is seeking to recruit local 
high school students. 

Known as Young Life, the nation-wide 
evangelistic organization has been active 
in New Canaan and other Fairfield 
County communities in the past few 
years. The group, which has its head- 
quarters in Colorado Springs, Colo., was 
organized in 1940 in Dallas, Tex., and 
the Southwest by James C. Rayburn, a 
United Presbyterian, USA, minister. 

The pastors’ memorandum character- 
ized the movement as “fundamentaliy 
unsound and unhealthy” and charged 
that it is a “separate teen-age church, 
financed and directed by adults who are 
not answerable to any local group.” 


“Too Narrow” 


“We believe its outlook is too narrow, 
and that its emotional effect is eventually 
damaging to the young people most at- 
tracted by its appeal,” the statement said. 

It was signed by ministers of the Con- 
gregational, Presbyterian (T. Guthrie 
Speers, Jr.), Baptist, Episcopal and 
Methodist churches. 

Dean Borgman of Bridgeport, Conn., 
a 31-year-old history teacher at New 
Canaan High School who leads Young 
Life locally, declared that the movement 
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— Dedication of Kuo-lu Church, Taiwan 
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has “no intention of drawing young peo- 
ple from the churches.” 


Weekly Meetings 

He estimated that about 100 youths are 
enrolled in the group here and said there 
are similar units in Darien, Fairfield 
and Trumbull, all in Fairfield County. 
He explained that he meets weekly with 
interested students at their homes for 
informal meetings consisting of a “song- 
fest and a little fun” and religious dis- 
cussions. Typical topics, he said, are 
the “person of Christ and the applica- 
tion of the central truth of Christianity 
to everyday living.” 

Warren Blossom, chairman of the 
Board of Education, stressed that the 
Young Life movement has “no relation- 
ship to the public schools, being com- 
pletely outside the program and juris- 
diction of the public schools.” 

The movement recently stationed a 
full-time director in Bridgeport, Conn. 

A report prepared in June, 1958, by L. 


Alexander Harper of the Trumbull Con- 
gregational church called Young Life 
“probably the fastest growing and best 
financed of several fundamentalist Chris- 
tian youth movements.” 

“Gifts from wealthy laymen of several 
fabulous ranches in the West and in 
Canada have provided for Young Life 
enticing locations for retreats and sum- 
mer camps, far outclassing in glamour 
most denominational centers,” the report 
said. It was prepared at the request of 
the Fairfield Association of Congrega- 
tional Churches’ executive committee. 


Canterbury Clarifies 
Comment on Adultery 


LoNDON (RNS) — Geoffrey Francis 
Fisher, Archbishop of Canterbury, said 
here he was merely raising the question 
whether adultery should be made a crime 
and not urging outright that it be made 
a criminal offense, as he was reported 
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to have done last November (OvUTLOokx, 
pee. 7). 

Writing in his January diocesan let- 
ter, the Anglican prelate said that a 
“passing” remark on adultery he made 
at that time was misinterpreted. 

He wrote that what he had said was: 

“Certainly the immense damage that 
adultery does to public welfare in broken 
homes, and to children of broken mar- 
riages does constitute very grave social 
danger and I think there ought always to 
be in the public mind the question: ‘Hag 
adultery become such a public menace 
that the time has come when it ought to 
be made a criminal offense?’”’ 


In his letter, Dr. Fisher stressed that 
this sentence was designed “to make 
people think.” He asked: 

“What forces in the community, apart 
from the church, are actively trying to 
limit the tide of adultery? Public opinion 
which once ostracized adulterers does it 
no longer. Can nothing be done to show 
that if a third party breaks into a mar- 
riage and thereby inflicts an injury of 
grave and most anti-social kind on the 
institution of marriage, he is doing se- 
rious public harm to society?” 

Dr. Fisher emphasized that he was 
asking the question because “it is worth 
asking and few people seem to be asking 
ag 

He observed that the state has great 
difficulty in finding where to draw the 
line between what is legal or illegal, or 
merely not forbidden specifically by law, 
but generally condemned as undesirable. 
Adultery falls into this last classification, 
he added. 

Under present British law, adultery is 
not considered a crime, but provides cause 
for divorce. 


SPOTLIGHT 


Winston-Salem (N.C.) Presbytery has 
authorized a change in the form of calls 
of pastors of the mission-supported 
churches to include $75 per year for the 
purchase of professionally required books, 
and to include the Major Medical Group 
Insurance coverage offered through the 
Board of Annuities and Relief for the 
pastor and his family. 





A committee studying ministers’ sal- 
aries in Kanawha (W. Va.) Presbytery 
has recommended a $4,800 minimum for 
married men and $4,200 for unmarried. 


Memphis Presbytery has authorized 
creation of a presbytery council and the 
office of executive secretary. 
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Dr. Thompson’s 
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The Gospel Changes Lives 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for January 24, 1960 
Acts 15:36-16:40. Printed Text 16:13-15, 25-34. 


We begin this week a study of Paul’s 
second missionary journey, a journey 
which carried him for the first time into 
Europe. 


|. En Route to Macedonia, 15:36— 
16:10 


This journey got off to a bad start. 
Barnabas wished to take his cousin, John 
Mark, with them as an attendant. Paul 
remembered how Mark had failed them 
on the first trip, and refused to trust him 
a second time. The ensuing controversy 
became so bitter that finally the two 
friends who had labored so fruitfully 
together for the Lord, were forced to part, 
Barnabas and Mark going to Cyprus, 
Paul with Silas to Galatia. 

It is unfortunate the Christians, par- 
ticularly old friends, should become es- 
tranged. We are happy to note, however, 
that the breach between Paul and Barna- 
bas was not a permanent one (cf. 1 
Corinthians 9:6; Colossians 4:10); and 
that, though the two were no longer able 
to work together, they both continued to 
work for the Lord. 

Paul’s journey took him overland 
through Syria, Cilicia and Galatia. He 
revisited the churches which had been 
founded in these regions, confirmed the 
disciples in the faith, and won new con- 
verts to the Lord. 

As he went, he made known the de- 
cision of the Council of Jerusalem, 
which recognized that faith in Jesus 
Christ is alone necessary for salvation, 
but which asked the Gentiles to refrain 
voluntarily from certain practices which 
were particularly distasteful to the Jews. 
At Lystra there was a young man named 
Timothy, who was highly recommended 
by the Christians of that and the neigh- 
boring towns. Him Paul took with him 
as his assistant. It was a hazardous call- 
ing, as Timothy well knew, for he could 
not forget how Paul on his previous visit 
to the town had been stoned, dragged out 
of the town and left for dead. 

By now Paul had formed his plans to 
carry the gospel of Jesus Christ across 
the length of the empire. Already there 
was a chain of churches stretching across 
Palestine, Syria, Cilicia and Galatia. 
Naturally, therefore, Paul sought to go 
on into the Roman province of Asia 
(consult your map). But “he was for- 
bidden of the Holy Spirit to speak the 
word in Asia.” We might say that he 
was providentially hindered. In similar 
fashion he was prevented from going into 
Bithynia, the province north of Asia and 
Galatia. 

Uncertain now of his future move- 
ments he came to the port city of Troas, 
on the Aegean Sea. There he met a cul- 
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tured Greek physician named Luke, who 
henceforth was to be one of Paul’s most 
devoted friends. Luke was a native of 
Philippi (most probably), and no doubt 
told Paul about the religious conditions 
of his native town. Paul went to sleep 
with the needs of Macedonia weighing 
heavily upon his heart, and that night 
he had a dream. A man from Macedonia 
stood and besought him: “Come over 
into Macedonia and help us.” The next 
morning Paul, Silas, Luke and Timothy 
took a boat and headed for Europe. Their 
first stop was in the city of Philippi. 


ll. The First Convert, 16:13-15 


Luke tells us that Philippi was the 
first city in Macedonia. Many students 
think that these words reflect Luke’s 
pride in and estimate of his own city. 
Certainly it was not so important po- 
litically as Amphipolis, the capital of 
the province, or commercial as Thessa- 
lonica. Perhaps Luke meant that it was 
the first city reached by the traveler from 
the sea; moreover it had a considerable 
amount of prestige because it was a Ro- 
man colony, with all the privileges per- 
taining thereto. 

Paul’s first convert in this city, his 
first convert on European soil, was a 
woman named Lydia. She was a business 
woman in a day when women rarely en- 
tered business. She came from Thyatira, 
in the province of Asia, famous for its 
purple dyes, and sold these dyes in the 
bustling city of Philippi. We judge from 
the fact that she was able to entertain 
Paul and his party, including certainly 
Silas and Timothy, and probably others, 
that she was wealthy. 

She was also a very pious woman. 
Jews were despised in Philippi as they 
were in other parts of the Roman Empire. 
Lydia, a Gentile, was accustomed to 
worship with the little handful of Jews 
by the river side, because there was a 
hunger in her heart, that her business 
could not satisfy, that nothing could 
satisfy until she had learned to know 
God through Jesus Christ. 

When the Sabbath came Paul and his 
companions sought out the place of 
prayer. If there had been as many as 
ten male worshippers in the city there 
would have been a synagogue. Where 
there were so few families that a syna- 
gogue could not be maintained, the place 
of worship, generally out of doors, was 
called technically “a place of prayer.” 
Here in Philippi, it seems that there 
were only women who were sufficiently 
interested to come. We may wonder if 
Paul felt let down. He had been brought 
up as a rabbi, and the rabbis did not 
deign to teach the law to women. In his 


vision there had appeared a man from 
Macedonia. The man had said, Come 
over and help us. The vision suggested 
opportunities and need. Paul came and 
found no reception committee, no men 
at all, but only a little handful of women 
praying by the riverside. 

If Paul was tempted to turn back, 
there is no indication of it. “We sat 
down,” Luke recalled, “‘and spoke to the 
women who had come together.” One of 
the women (only one) believed the word 
that was spoken. It was Lydia. Imme- 
diately, it would seem, she was baptized, 
together with her household (it seems 
natural to assume that there were chil- 
dren in that household), and then very 
graciously she invited Paul and his com- 
panions to make their abode in her house. 
Naturally Paul would demur, for there 
were a number of them, and he would 
feel that it was an imposition; besides he 
did not wish to be dependent on anyone 
for his support; but Lydia with charac- 
teristic feminine tact, made it seem as 
though it were a favor to her. “If ye have 
judged me to be faithful to the Lord, 
come into my house and abide there.” 
And so, Dr. Luke recalls, “she con- 
strained us.” 


Ill. The Cure of a Demoniac Girl, 

16:16-18 

There was a young slave girl in the 
city, who was credited with having a 
spirit of divination. The Greek is liter- 
ally, “having a spirit, a python.” Python 
was the name of a dragon slain at Delphi 
by Apollo, and had come to be used as 
a term for a ventriloquist. The art was 
popularly so little understood that the 
peculiar voice of the ventriloquist passed 
for the voice of the spirit. It was sup- 
posed that this spirit enabled her to di- 
vine things concealed from other folk. 
The girl’s masters made much gain 
through her misfortune. Her belief in 
her supernatural possession, however, left 
her own mind distorted and diseased, and 
no doubt she was very unhappy in her 
life of subjection and slavery. 

The preaching of Paul and his com- 
panions concerning the freedom that is 
in Christ awoke in her the longing for 
deliverance. She formed the habit of in- 
tercepting the missionary party on. their 
way to the place of prayer. Following 
closely behind them, she kept crying out 
loudly, ““These men are servants of the 
Most High God, who proclaim to you a 
way [there is no definite article in the 
Greek] of salvation.” Her reiterated 
chant drew a crowd of curiosity seekers, 
but the girl herself could not break from 
her own spiritual thraldom. 

One day Paul realized that he had the 
power to heal (a power that he did not 
always possess); he turned to the young 
girl, and cast the demon out, so that she 
was restored to mental health. At the 
same time she lost her old psychic pow- 
ers, so her usefulness to her masters came 
to an end. Did Paul then go on and tell 
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her the story of Jesus, and did the young 
girl find salvation for her soul? I hope 
so, for, after all, that is the greatest gift 
that the gospel can offer. And yet, some- 
how, I am glad the record does not tell 
us. For it leaves this other point so per- 
fectly clear. We do not know whether 
Paul saved her soul, but we do know 
that he restored her mind. We do not 
know whether he saved her from sin, but 
we do know that he rescued her from 
degradation. 

There are men, women and children, 
who are being degraded and exploited 
today. Is this something about which 
we, as Christians, should be concerned ? 
Personally, I see no reason why we should 
be interested in this story about the cure 
of a little demoniac girl, unless it does 
give us greater sympathy for men, wom- 
en, boys and girls, who are suffering 
today in mind, body or soul. As Dr. 
James I. Vance once said: 

“A religion that says ‘Lord, Lord’ with 
holy accent, but cares nothing for the 
prisoner in jail, for the prostitute and the 
drunkard, for the underpaid, and the un- 
derfed, and the underclothed, has long 
since been branded as a base counterfeit, 
and the Christian who not only passes 
by on the other side, but who refuses to 
lend himself to efforts to end the condi- 
tions that issue in such infamies, has not 


yet begun to follow in the footsteps of his 
Master.” 


IV. The Opposition of Vested Inter- 

ests, 16:16-18 

The girl’s owners, who should have 
rejoiced in her cure, were enraged at the 
interference with their profits. They 
thirsted for revenge, and the way in which 
they went about it is most instructive. 
There came a day when the chief magis- 
trates were holding court in the market- 
place. On that day they seized Paul and 
Silas and dragged them forcibly before 
the magistrates. They said nothing about 
the loss of their profits, and, of course, 
nothing about the cure of the demoniac 
girl. Instead they said: “These men are 
Jews. .. .” What difference did it make 
whether they were Jews, Hottentots, or 
whatnot? It made no difference, except 
that there was tremendous prejudice 
against the Jews throughout the empire, 
and particularly this year in Philippi, 
which prided itself on being a Roman 
Colony (the very year in which Claudius 
expelled the Jews from Rome), and these 
men were wise enough to know that if 
they could arouse prejudice against these 
men because they were Jews, the people 
would never discover the real point at 
issue. And that is not all. They said: 
“These men are Jews, and they are dis- 
turbing our city. They advocate customs 
which it is not lawful for us Romans 
to accept or practice.” In other words, 
they said these men are “socialists,” they 
are “communists,” they are “Reds.” Of 
course, it was not true. But what differ- 
ence did it make? These men were shrewd 
enough to know that if they once placed 
the stamp of “radicalism” upon these 


14 


men, the people would be carried away 
by their emotions. And so it turned out. 
The multitude, against whom these men 
had done no wrong, rose up together 
against them, and the magistrates, swept 
off their feet by the passion of the pop- 
ulace, as even magistrates sometimes are, 
rent their garments off them, and though 
they had held no trial, commanded them 
to be beaten with rods. 

It is instructive to note that the chief 
enemies of the gospel in Philippi were 
men who found that the gospel inter- 
fered with their profits. The gospel has 
many enemies today, but none more dan- 
gerous than business men, professional 
men, men and women in every walk of 
life, who still think that religion has no 
right to interfere with profits, even when 
they are gained at the price of human 
degradation. 


V. The Conversion of the Philippian 

Jailer, 16:24-34 

To understand this part of the story 
we need to note the character of the 
jailer. In that day when jails were sim- 
ply places of punishment, and its prison- 
ers were devoid of elementary human 
rights, we would not expect a jailer to 
be a man of great humanity. Everything 
in the story indicated that the Philippian 
jailer was indeed a brute. Paul and Silas 
had been cruelly beaten, their backs were 
covered with blood, and their wounds 
were raw, but the jailer did not bother 
to wash them. We know he did not, for 
he washed them at midnight, after he 
had been converted. Paul and Silas had 
had nothing to eat, but the jailer gave 
them no food, we know he did not, for 
he fed them at midnight, after he had 
been converted. These men had been 
convicted of no crime, but the jailer put 
them in the inner prison, which was noth- 
ing but a dungeon, and, to make them as 
uncomfortable as possible, he stretched 
their legs in the stocks, and in this ter- 
ribly cramped position left them to spend 
the night. He himself went to sleep, and 
slept so soundly, that it took an earth- 
quake to wake him up. 

At midnight, we read, Paul and Silas 
were praying and singing hymns unto 
God. Midnight was the time when Paul 
and Silas, in the damp air of the dun- 
geon, would feel most keenly the pain of 
the terrible beating which they had re- 
ceived; then they would begin under 
those circumstances to grow faint from 
lack of food, and to feel the torture of 
their cramped position in the stocks. At 
midnight, we read, Paul was praying. 
We are not surprised at that, for Paul 
believed in prayer. But we read also that 
they were singing hymns unto God, and 
the Greek word means hymns of praise. 
We all sing, or try to, at times, but we 
sing when we are happy; Paul and Silas 
were singing hymns of praise with their 
bruised and bloody backs, with’ their 
unfed stomachs, with their legs stretched 
far apart in the stocks, because there was 


a peace in their hearts that the world 
could not give, and that the world could 
not take away. 

Deliverance came by means of an 
earthquake. (Earthquakes were not un- 
common in Mediterranean lands.) The 
prison doors were opened, and the bands 
of the prisoners were loosed. The scene 
is quite intelligible, if we consider the 
nature of eastern prisons as pictured by 
Ramsey. Each door is closed by only a 
bar which readily falls out of its socket 
if the doorposts are forced apart. The 
prisoners are held to the wall by chains 
or stocks which could be easily detached. 
The jailer was responsible for the prison- 
ers with his life. Like many another 
Roman of that time, he preferred suicide 
to open disgrace. He was about to take 
his own life, when Paul cried, “Do not 
harm yourself, for we are all here.” The 
jailer cried out for lights. He sprang 
into Paul’s cell. He was trembling with 
fear. He fell down at the apostles’ feet. 
He sprang up and brought them out. He 
cried in very agony: “Men, what must 
I do to be saved ?” 

It was a very natural question. Paul 
and Silas had been advertised in Philippi 
as “slaves of the Most High God,” and 
they had openly proclaimed a way of sal- 
vation. Only within the last 24 hours 
they had been cruelly and shamefully 
treated because of their religion, and now 
there could be but one conclusion. The 
Most High God had avenged his serv- 
ants; they were no longer imposters, but 
true messengers of God. The jailer was 
terrified at the harsh treatment he had 
meted out to the slaves of the Most High, 
and earnestly craved to be delivered from 
the divine vengeance. 

Paul replied in a sentence: “Believe 
in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved, 
you and your household.” There fol- 
lowed words of explanation, and in the 
end the jailer believed. The genuineness 
of his conversion was proved first by 
his actions. The night before he had put 
Paul and Silas in the stocks with their 
stripes unwashed. Now he hastens to 
make amends; he ministers to their 
wounds, and brings them food to satisfy 
their hunger. It was proved, secondly, 
by his willingness, indeed his desire to 
submit to the public sign of membership 
in the church, the sacrament of baptism. 
It was proved, third, by his new-found 
joy in the Lord, “He rejoiced with all his 
household that he had believed in God.” 


The jailer was the type of man who 
needed to find forgiveness for his sins 
and whose character needed to be trans- 
formed; who did find forgiveness, and 
whose character was transformed, when 
he gave his heart to Jesus. The gospel 
still transforms the lives of men; it en- 
ables us to overcome old sins against 
which, it may be, we have long struggled 
in vain, and to grow up toward our 
own highest ideals. 

The gospel in Philippi satisfied the 
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BOOK NOTES 


Barclay Tribute 

William Barclay, noted Scottish Bible 
commentator, was honored recently in 
Edinburgh at a luncheon given by the 
Church of Scotland, celebrating his com- 
pletion of the New Testament Daily 
Study Bible series which has been in 
preparation for seven years. Dr. Barclay 
teaches at Trinity College of the Uni- 
versity of Glasgow; he is a contributor 
to The British Weekly, a noted broad- 
caster, preacher and writer. 

In the current issue of Life and Work, 
official monthly of the Church of Scot- 
land, the editor recalled his 1952 request 
of Dr. Barclay, then minister at Ren- 
frew, to contribute notes to the Bible 
Reading Booklets issued in association 
with the International Bible Reading 
Booklets issued in association with the 
International Bible Reading Association. 
The ready reception of his work made 
him the sole writer of the aids to study. 
Life and Work says: “These Bible Read- 
ing booklets have become known through- 
out the world; and the demand is still 
growing. In Africa and India they have 
been found to be particularly valuable 
aids for village pastors and women evan- 
gelists. They are easily understood and 
yet soundly based on the best scholar- 
ship.” 








deepest hunger in Lydia’s heart, the hun- 
ger after God; it rescued a little demon- 
iac girl from physical and mental bond- 
age; it transformed the character of the 
Philippian jailer; it gave to Paul and 
Silas a peace that the world could not 
give, and that the world could not take 
away. 

What was the gospel that accomplished 
these results? Paul put it in a sentence: 
“Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
you will be saved.” But what does it 
mean to believe in Jesus? Does it mean 
only that we believe that Jesus was the 
Son of God, and that he bore our sins in 
his body upon the tree? The New Testa- 
ment makes it clear that it means also the 
surrender of our wills to Jesus, the sub- 
mission of our lives to him. And what 
does it mean to be saved? To escape 
the punishment of hell, and enjoy the 
bliss of heaven? The New Testament 
makes it clear that it means much more. 
It satisfies the deepest hunger of our 
souls, the hunger after God; it builds 
us up in the love of God, and in the love 
of man; it gives us peace which nothing 
in the world can destroy; it sends us out 
to serve our fellow men. 

The sixteenth chapter of Acts is one 
of the most valuable chapters in the 
Bible: it reveals the heart of the gospel, 
it illustrates the first impact of that gos- 
pel upon the life of the world, and it 
suggests the kind of influence which the 
gospel ought to bear in the world today. 
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BOOKS BY BARCLAY 


FOR DAILY BIBLE STUDY 


Written by William Barclay 


These books combine Bible study and devotional reading by 
offering the editor’s translation and commentary on part of the 
text—in units which can be digested in a few minutes of daily 
study. 


101. The Gospel of Matthew, Vol. 1; 102. Vol. 2.. each $2.50 


I onus sunscsgnciinrnaviantbaniacdaalbanalew $2.50 
104. The Gospel of Luke. Introduction to the book, transla- 
CHOND, BING COMMMMCMIEALY. ..............0:cs.ecccessscccesenessesseneaes $2.50 

105. Gospel of John, Vol. I. Introduction with commentary 
SN FS SE CR Rea TON nee $2.50 

106. Gospel of John, Vol. II. Interpretation of chapters 8 to 
 xaeuiardcsshs hatisadncalacensssnatedsacdsebruewiaihedias ee, 

107. The Acts of the Apostles.....000.000..000.00.00cceee. $2.50 
108. The Letter to the Romans....................0.00000............. $2.50 
109. The Letters to the Corinthians ................................ $2.50 
110. Galatians and Ephesians............................... tentsvacees 
111. Philippians, Colossians and Thessalonians ........... $2.50 
112. The Letter to the Hebrews Nan ..$2.50 
ee ee ee een ee 7 
: OTHER IMPORTANT BARCLAY BOOKS 
19. Ambassador for Christ. The life and teaching of Paul in 
27 chapters; paper. ee ite, ae 

20. And Jesus Said. A handbook on the parables of Jesus; 
paper. - .... $1.00 


32. And He Had Compassion on Them. A handbook on the 
Miracles of the Bible. A constructive and highly important 
message for all students to know and understand; paper. 





$1.50 

201. Letters to the Seven Churches.................. a 
202. New Testament Wordbook ...................................... $2.50 
203. More New Testament Words .............. ‘evescers, 
204. The Mind of St. Paul ......................... eta ta te a 
Bs A TE FI onoesics cincesckcccosdccesssoedsssesseoes ——— 
a en eas ORDER BY MAM. AT ONCE eee Soe eS ee3+==- 
OUTLOOK BOOK SERVICE 159 
1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia 

Please send me the following books advertised above: Quantities as indicated: 
a ee fee 
Ss fee ee oe eee eee eee eS 
Se ee oe ee eS 
—— 
NN cso an Sica Sets ce cases ake acne ace ad ea ree ae 

(please print) 

RES | ceo cu tien ce wanise endowments cannes reasons 
De kcccncuduciucrdaaneetinawe ae oueeess yee ibe ncicesantmcess 
— ee meee enclosed in payment. ___-_(x) Send the bill. 


(Postage paid where payment accompanies order. 48 hour shipment. Satisfaction 
guaranteed or money refunded. Send no tax.) 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 


Olof Anderson, Jr., has resigned as pas- 
tor of the Harvey Browne Memorial 
church, Louisville, Ky., and will become 
executive secretary of Louisville Presby- 
tery Jan. 15. 

Marion F. Reynolds from Bellaire, Tex- 
as, to the St. Paul church, Dallas, Texas, 
2130 Lanark. 

B. W. Baker from Ward, Ark., to the 
Rosedale, Miss., and Benoit churches. 

John T. Reed from Shaw, Miss., to the 
Decherd, Tenn., church. 

Kenneth W. Book from Tallulah, La., 
to Box 1013, Freeport, Texas. 

John McSween from Clinton, S. C., to 
52 Adams Ave., Montgomery, Ala. 

William F. Lee from Menlo, Ga., to the 
Forest Hills church, Fairfield, Ala. 

J. A. Mcintyre from Angier, N. C., to 
assistant minister of the First church, 
Fayetteville, N. C., where he serves the 
Ashworth Chapel. 

Reuben J. Wallace, formerly of Gray 
Court, S. C., is the new pastor of the 
Fuller Memorial church, Durham, N. C. 

United Presbyterian, USA 

Carl C. Durbin from Floydada, Texas, to 
Box 262, Canon City, Colo. 

Conrad C. Steinbrenner from Wells- 
burg, W. Va., to 1208 Asbury Rd., Erie, 
P 








a. 

Max E. Greenlee from Taft, Calif., to 
1052 S. Burnside Ave., Los Angeles 19, 
Calif. 

Walter Lowrie Ritter from Daytona 
Beach, Fla., to 325 N. Palm Ave., Howey- 
in-the-Hills, Fla. 

William H. Webster, Crane, Mo., has 
accepted a call to the Clinton, Mo., 
church, 

Philip T. Thorne from Lorain, Ohio, to 
Hubbard, Ohio. 

David E. Cornell from Waterville, Ohio, 
to assistant pastor of the Westminster 
church, Akron, Ohio. 

Phillip H. Fletcher from Wellsville, 
Ohio, to Maumee, Ohio. 

John D. Bartke from Beaver, Pa., to the 
Jewett (Ohio)-Scio-Ridge parish. 

Ralph S. McFadden of the Carrollton 
and Scroggsfield, Ohio, churches is retir- 
ing and will make his home in Newburgh, 
m. oe 

D. E. Mace, formerly of Springfield, Mo., 
is chaplain of the School of the Ozarks, 
Point Lookout, Mo. 

William C. Porter from Osceola, Mo., to 
Ozark, Mo. 

James B. Billman from Paoli, Ind., to St. 
Paul’s church, St. Louis, Mo. 

Elmer L. Setterlund, formerly of War- 
rensburg, Mo., is supplying the pulpit of 
the Salem-Hope (Mo.) church. 

James T. Veneklasen, assistant pastor 
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of the Linwood church, Kansas City, Mo., 
has retired from the aetive ministry after 
47 years of service and will continue to 
serve as interim minister and supply. 

RetmmepD: Roy F. Miller, Shamokin, Pa., 
and Edward L. Junkin, Mill Hall, Pa., 
Dec. 31 (Junkin address: 120 N. Front 
St., Lewisburg, Pa.); William V. Parsons, 
Jersey Shore, Pa., expects to be retired 
Apr. 30. 

Adolph W. Kunen, from Bellwood, Pa., 
to assistant minister of the Pine Street 
church, Carlisle, Pa. 

Kenneth N. Wood is minister of the 
new Northway church, just organized in 
Loyalsock, just east of Williamsport, Pa. 
MISSIONARIES ON FURLOUGH 

East Brazi.: The John Boyles, Loxley, 
Ala.; Margaret L. Carnahan, San Antonio, 
Texas. 

CAMEROUN: Margaret Burkwall, 
Hemlock St., San Francisco, Calif. 

CotomBiA: Lois Blair, 1171 Garfield 
Ave., Topeka, Kan.; the Ramon Ruiz- 
Valeras, Seminario, Evangelico, Apartado 
149, Mantanzas, Cuba. 

PUNJAB: Bertha Orbison, 47 Claremont 
Ave., New York 27. 

The John H. Wheelock family of Lav- 
ras, Brazil, will spend their furlough, 
beginning in February, in Louisville, Ky. 

Robert S. Gould has completed a three- 
year term of service in Korea and is 
returning to his home in DeLand, Fla. 
MISSIONARIES 

Lida Knight, from Varginha, to Caixa 
61, Bambui, Minas Gerais, Brazil. 

DCEs 

Eloise Wells from Statesville, N. C., to 
Box 1381, Hickory, N. C. 

Margaret Hood from Graham, N. C., to 
the Amity church, Charlotte, N. C. 

Eva Louise Hulcer, who has been di- 
rector of Christian education in Louisville 
Presbytery for 15 years has resigned and 
is at 900 Keswick Blvd., Louisville 17, Ky. 
HOUSTON COUNCIL 

William A. Baine of the Bellaire, Texas, 
church, is the new president of the 
Council of Churches of Greater Houston. 
HISTORY DEPARTMENT 

William B. Miller, assistant researcher 
for the United Presbyterian, USA, De- 
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partment of History, Philadelphia, Pa, 
since 1957, has become acting manager 
of the department in view of the year-end 
retirement of Charles A. Anderson who 
has been the manager for 15 years. 


RIAN TO BIBLICAL; 
McKEE WILL TEACH 


In accepting the presidency of the Bib- 
lical Seminary in New York, Edwin H, 
Rian, president of Jamestown (N.D.) 

College (OUTLOOK, 
Jan. 4) will suc- 
ceed Dean G. Me- 
Kee who had asked 
to be relieved of his 
duties as the sem- 
inary’s president 
after fourteen years 
of service. He will 
return to teaching 
following a year’s 
Dr. Rian sabbatical leave. 

Biblical Seminary is a non-denomina- 
tional graduate school. Its student body 
of 169 is inter-racial and international, 
with students from around the world. 

In accepting his new office, Dr. Rian, 
who has been at Jamestown since 1954, 
said, “I am honored to be associated with 
Biblical Seminary, which is known for 
its ecumenical spirit and emphasis upon 
the Bible with its testimony to Jesus 
Christ and his gospel for the whole man 
and the whole world.” 

S. Franklin Mack is chairman of the 
seminary’s board of trustees. 
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